» Custom docks * Floating docks

* Ergonomic dock * Custom stairs for hard
steps to access beach front

* Dock ladder « Barge service

s Anchor and bouy + Diving/salvage

250-545-4172

www.okanaganpiledriving.com
ssmith@okanaganpiledriving.com

Okanagan Koi & Water Gardens

Creating Paradise, One Pond at a Time

* Full service pond store, thousands
of Koi & aquatic plants

¢ Pond supplies for beginner to advanced
o Acres of inspiring ideas & water features
e Western Canada’s Premier Pond Destination

e Specializing in Koi Ponds, Pondless
Waterfalls, Swim Ponds

Master Pond Builder/Designer
Dayleen Van Ryswyk
aka “The Koi Lady”

1605 Garner Road, Kelowna, BC
250-765-5641 | 1:877:K0I-T0-GO
www.okanagankoi.com
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JESSIE SULLIVAN AND DR. STEPHEN GANTON
WITH DOGGIE BLOOD DONOR BUDDY

E

Doggie blood donors
save ailing pets

at poison stops a dog’s

blood from clotting, so

if we catch it fast enough
we can make the dog vomit and
treat it with vitamin K, but some-
times owners don't know that the
dog’s got into it for days then they
need a transfusion,” says Jessie
Sullivan, a registered animal
health technician at Kelowna'’s
Fairfield Animal Hospital. Every
year, dozens of dogs in the region
require transfusions for surgery,
poisoning, disease or trauma.

Buddy, a large, mixed breed,
sits calmly on the table while
Jessie and Dr. Ganton shave a small
patch of fur on his neck and gently
slip a needle into his jugular vein.
During the 10-minute procedure,
he will donate 450ml of blood that
may help save another dog’s life.
For his trouble, Buddy is show-
ered with affection and just like
human donors, enjoys a cookie
and refreshment afterwards.
Until a year ago, staff relied

'sandbox

K-9 TRANSFUSIONS

entirely on their own pets for
blood donations. As the demand
grew, they turned to their clientele.
Within a few weeks of spread-
ing the word, seven owners came
forward to volunteer their pets.
Now they have 12 regular donors
and more on a waiting list. Each
dog can give a maximum of four
times per year. The demand for
blood is frequent at the 24-hour
hospital and they occasion-
ally send it to other clinics. Each
donation can be stored and used
for up to 30 days. However, in
some emergencies, an immediate
transfusion with a fresh dona-
tion is a matter of life and death.
Since rat poison prevents
blood from clotting, victims can
develop uncontrolled internal
bleeding without a transfusion
of healthy blood. To make mat-
ters worse, the clotting factors
in donated blood expire within
12 hours and, ideally, the doctors
like to transfuse a new dona-
tion within two hours. In such
emergencies, staff relies on their
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pets but when that is not possible,
Jessie calls the volunteers. “We've

called some people at 9 p.m. or

later and they've been here within

15 minutes. It's really amazing

to see their genuine concern.”
With rumours of rat poison-

tainted food in dog parks around

the Central Okanagan, Fairfield

" always has a supply of blood avail-

able. Curious dogs have also been
known to eat chocolate, pesticides,
antifreeze, xylitol (an artificial
sweetener), raisins, mushrooms and
other toxins. As well, compared to
other pets, dogs get more discases
including hemolytic anemia, an
ailment shared by humans. An
autoimmune response destroys red
blood cells causing symptoms that
range from mild to life threatening.
All dog donors receive a free
annual blood panel workup to
ensure that they are healthy. They
are tested for heartworm, Lyme
disecase, blood type and organ func-
tion. “We look at their liver and kid-
neys to make sure they are strong
enough to donate. It’s probably not
something people would do for a
healthy, young dog,” says Jessie. "It
allows for early detection of diseas-
es that may not be showing symp-
toms yet.” Other benefits for owners
are discounts at the hospital: 50 per
cent on vaccines and 10 per cent on
heartworm prevention medicine.
Eight major canine blood
types have been identified,
although veterinarians use two
main categories: dog erythrocyte
antigen (DEA) 1.1 negative and
DEA 1.1 positive. Approximately 30
percent of dogs are DEA 1.1 negative
and are universal donors. A DEA
1.1 negative dog should not receive
positive blood; multiple transfu-
sions can cause dangerous spikes
in temperature and heart rate.
There is no breed-specific
blood type, so Buddy could help
a tiny chihuahua—and a few
of its friends. —Lisa Harrison
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SUPER, NATURAL BRITISH COLUMBIA"

NEW ORLEANS KINGS " DRAGA'S IGOR'S JAZZ

BANDS SUBJECT TO CHANGE

TOM HOOK BLACK SWAN

TOM RIGNEY
& FLAMBEAU

BLUE STREET

FESTIVAL

www.pentasticjazz.com

TICKET INFO TICKET PRICES

Pentastic Jazz Festival Society
113-437 Martin Street, Box 386
Penticton, BC CANADA, V2A 5L1

Thrée Day
All Event Pass

Friday, S_épte:;:ber 10th
Only

Saturdaj: September 11th

Fax 250-493-5556 Only

info@pentasticjazz.com ST AR
Sunday, September 12th
Only

Youth R;fé
(18 & Under)
Sold Only at Venues

Festival Accommodation Pkgs
Check our website or

call ~:{ 563-19.

PLATINUM SPONSORS! WestérinNews
=2

Daysinn’
diigsseEn)

oMiseral @

OKANAGAN LIFE July/August 2010 15§

INVESTMENTS

@Beltone



